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Letter from our Pastor 

Allons! we must not stop here,  
However sweet these laid-up stores, however convenient this dwelling we  

cannot remain here,  
However shelter’d this port and however calm these waters we must not  

anchor here,  
However welcome the hospitality that surrounds us we are permitted to  

receive it but a little while. 
Walt Whitman, “Song of the Open Road” 
 

After the Hebrews escape slavery in Egypt, they are led by a pillar of smoke and fire 
through the desert. When the pillar moved, they moved; and when the pillar 
stopped, the nation stopped. Each night they would set up a tabernacle, a tent to 
house God. Each morning they would take down the tabernacle and start walking 
again. Eventually, many years later, the nation would finally settle down, stop 
walking and build a large temple instead of a tabernacle. The temple didn’t last 
long. It was destroyed, rebuilt and then destroyed again. Without a permanent 
home, the nation was back to following God-- this time without the aid of a pillar. 
 
It’d be nice to have a visual object to follow. A large pillar of smoke would make it 
easier to orient us in our world. An audible voice telling us where to go next would 
be helpful. Instead, the Spirit of God works in more inscrutable ways. We sense 
the Spirit, together we discern the Spirit, and we assume postures of prayer and 
thanksgiving to understand the Spirit. We do all of this because the Spirit, at heart, 
is not static. It doesn’t remain in the same place for very long. Like the pillar of 
smoke and fire, it moves guiding us to new places. 
 
Not long ago, I returned to a place that held deep significance in my life. It was a 
place that was holy. I met God there once. In a time of some distress, I returned to 
that holy site hoping that I might experience God again. I showed up ready but the 
pillar of fire had moved on. I felt the comfort of my previous memory but the an-
swers I was looking for weren’t in the past. The answers are always coming in the 
wake of the Spirit, and the Spirit is moving someplace new.  
 
So it is with us all. God is calling us into a new place. The identity we seek is in the 
wake of the Spirit and the Spirit is out in front of us, leading us. We might want to 
take root, set anchor, and build temples, but the Christian life is the pilgrim life-- a 
life on-the-way, because we are trailing a God on-the-way. So, Allons, let’s go, a 
community chasing after the Spirit of God is a beautiful thing.  
- Adam  
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Worship & Music 

Introducing the Newest Member of the Overbrook Quartet 
 

Amanda Staub has been described as having a voice that "soars" (PG Sentinel). She orig-
inally hails from Maryland, where she has performed with Bel Cantanti Opera, Mary-
land Lyric Opera, the Young Victorian Theater Company, the Maryland Opera Studio, 
the National Symphony Orchestra, and the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. Some fa-
vorite performed roles include Cherubino in Le nozze di Figaro, Sesto in Handel's Giulio 
Cesare, the title role in Handel's Ariodante, and a Marlene Dietrich-inspired Bessie in 
Kurt Weill's Mahagonny Songspiel.  
 
Amanda obtained bachelor's degrees in Music Performance and Music Education from 
the University of Maryland and her Master of Music at the Maryland Opera Studio, 
where she studied with Delores Ziegler.. Equally at home on the concert stage, she has 
performed as a soloist in recital at The Phillips Collection in Washington, D.C., and 
with the Capital City Symphony, the University of Maryland Wind Ensemble, and the 
University of Maryland Chamber Singers. This is her first season in the Overbrook 
Quartet. 

Lenten Worship  
 

It’s Lent and at Overbrook that 
means Lenten suppers and 
study. 
What: a simple meal of 
homemade soup followed by 
study and discussion with Adam 

following the meal 
When: Every Wednesday in Lent - March 4, 11, 
18, and 25 and April 1 at 5:30 p.m. 
Where:  Wistar Morris Room 
Who:  Everybody - Childcare will be provided 
for those too young to appreciate the program 
Why: To enjoy good food, good company, 
Christian fellowship. 
 

On Sunday, May 3, 2020 world re-
nowned organist, Isabelle Demers, will 
play a recital on the Charles Geist Me-
morial organ at Overbrook.  This is the 
third recital in the Dennis Elwell con-
cert series. Mark your calendar for Sun-
day May 3, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. and 
watch for further details. 

Ministry Vision Summit  
Friday, March 27, 2019 
6:00 pm– Light refreshments and sandwiches 
6:30 pm-Vision Discussions 
 

You are invited to join the conversation about the long-term vision of Overbrook Presbyterian Church as we plan to meet 
the needs and dreams of the future! At this summit, we will build clarity and consensus through a fun and positive pro-
cess. We will be guided with the help of our trained consultants, Ministry Architects, to work together to shape the 
scope of OPC’s work in the community.  We will come out of this process with three documents pertaining to our con-
gregation’s future:  
     - Mission Statement  
     - Core Values  
     - 3-year goals with one-year benchmarks  
 

Everyone is welcome. Come help us set forth a vision for our church.  

For more information, contact Adam, adam@overbrookpresb.org   



Congregational Life/Fellowship 
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The OPC book club will meet Monday, 
March 2 at 7:30 at Nancy Gilhool’s house, 
1408 Surrey Lane, Wynnewood. We will 
discuss Maya’s Nothebook, by Isabel Allen-
de. All are welcome. The following meet-
ing will be Monday, April 6, location 
TBD. We will discuss One Amazing Thing, 
by Chitra Kivakaruni. 

 

Urban Suburban Book Club next meet-
ing is Tuesday, March 17 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Overbrook Presbyterian Church. 
Our book for March  is The Song Poet by 
Koa Kalia Yang— 

This is a book club of diverse membership 
involving members of several Presbyteri-
an churches, including Overbrook.  All 
are welcome to attend.  For more infor-
mation, contact Alyce Marsh at 215-472-
7886. 

Come see this exhibit curated by OPC member Holly Trostle Brigham with inter-
views conducted by Holly’s son, OPC member Noble Brigham. Noble is a Senior at 
Episcopal Academy. The exhibit “Taking a Page Out of Her Book” will be on display 
from March 2-April 3, 2020 in the Art Gallery at Episcopal Academy located at  1785 
Bishop White Drive, Newtown Square, PA.  “Taking A Page Out Of Her Book” is an 
exhibition including six women book artists and three women poets. The world of 
book arts is a unique place where anything goes and books become handmade sculp-
tures or unique works of art. Everything is made by hand and collaborations abound. 
Artists include Maureen Cummins, Maria Pisano and MaryAnn Miller and Holly 
Trostle Brigham. Local poets JC Todd and Kim Bridgford will be on hand to read 
some of their poems included in the books.  For additional information see Holly or 
Noble Brigham.   
 

A Celebration of Spring:  RPM Cafe, March 19, 11:30-1:00 PM 
 

Come celebrate the first day of Spring at the RPM Cafe!    The Chapel will be in 
bloom; soup will be simmering; and the welcome will be warm.  The Cafe soups of 
the day will be Spring Garden Vegetable and Pasta E Fagioli with Beef.  In addition, 
the menu will include fresh fruit, homemade desserts, and beverages.  Feel free to 
BYO sandwich/salad.  Keeping in the spirit of the season, good-humored fellowship, 
and music lively enough to put a spring in one's step, are guaranteed.   
 

Spring is a season of discovery. On March 19,  we will have the opportunity to discover ways in which Seeds of Kindness 
and Social Justice are being planted within our community.  The RPM Cafe is honored to welcome special guest present-
ers, Community Relations Officer Vanessa Washington and Patrol Officer Nance of the 19th District of the Philadelphia 
Police Department.  Come join us and explore the ways in which hope, kindness, and promise are growing in our Over-
brook neighborhood. 
 

The RPM Cafe welcomes all members and friends of Overbrook...regardless of age.  RPM is a ministry of the Congrega-
tional Life Committee; there is no charge to participate.  Responses are appreciated.   
 

Please RSVP either Nancy Elmore (nancylaingelmore@gmail.com) or Sharon Parker (sparker614@gmail.com), or visit 
the sign-up sheet in the Wistar Morris Room following worship 

mailto:nancylaingelmore@gmail.com
mailto:sparker614@gmail.com


Mission & Outreach  
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What fun we had at the 2020 Hootenanny! Thanks to all who came out and made dona-
tions and helped make the event so successful. All money raised will go toward the Care at 
the Crossroads FMSC MobilePack happening on April 25 at Bonner High School in 
Drexel Hill. For anyone who has not participated before, you can sign up for a 2 hour shift 
during which time you help pack lifesaving meals made from soy, rice, vitamins & miner-
als. Anyone age 5 and over can participate, and there are many types of jobs available for 

those who are interested. Please save the date and look for sign-up information soon!  
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service – Thank you! 
On Monday, January 20, 2020, 147 volunteers gathered at the crossroads for a morning of service. Our youngest volun-
teers gathered for a lesson on who Dr. King was. Anthony Carrella and Becky Lazo encouraged the kids to write down 
their dreams for a better world. They then prepared 175 breakfast bags with cards for Caring for Friends. In the kitch-
en, Nancy Gilhool and her team of chefs cooked casseroles and baked goods for 175 meals at the Life Center of Delaware 
County. Gretchen Boger and Linda Huff Paul oversaw a group who polished the sanctuary until it gleamed. Margene 
Biedermann collected signatures on letters to our Senators to pass legislation on gun violence. Outside, the cold ground 
was pierced 313 times by stakes to hold the T-shirts for each of the people who were killed by illegal guns in 2019. In-
side, each T-shirt was carefully printed and reviewed before being hung outside to create the Memorial to the Lost. 
Thank you to Janet Bowker, Jeff Bowker, Jane Rozmiarek, and Carol Rozmiarek for your work in making this come 
together. In addition, thank you to Lisa Faso, Leonard Robbins, and Carol Rozmiarek for their thoughtful preparation 
and contributions to this event.  
 

Women’s Dining Circle 
On January 24, 2020 the Women’s Dining Circle gathered at the home of Stephanie Kindt 
to share a delicious meal prepared by the committee. Our speaker was Madelyn Morrison, 
Director of the Bryson Institute, the educational arm of The Attic Youth Center.  The At-
tic is the only organization in Philadelphia exclusively serving LGBTQ youth. Through 
community outreach and education, the Bryson Institute seeks to assure safe and respect-
ful environments for those who identify as LGBTQ.  Developed through Philadelphia inter-

faith partnerships, the Bryson Institute provides consultation and curriculum development services to schools, work-
places, faith-based organizations, and communities. The generous women raised $2,202 which was matched by the 
Mission & Outreach budget for a total of $4,404 donated to the Attic Youth Center.   This was the largest contribution 
from the Women’s Dining Circle,  to date. 

 
Please join us for the next Women’s Dining Circle event at 6:30 on Friday, April 3rd at the home 
of Elizabeth Cosgriff, where we’ll hear from Cathy Miller-Wilson, the Executive Director of HIAS 
Pennsylvania. HIAS provides crucial legal, resettlement, citizenship, and supportive services to 
immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers from all backgrounds, and works to ensure their fair 
treatment and full integration into American society. HIAS also advocates for immigrant issues 
and rights, and educates the community about immigration. We hope you’ll be able to join us for 
a lively discussion and a delicious dinner! Look for your Evite in your email.   
 
 

 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a special offering of PCUSA. 
There are three ways that OGHS funds are used. Disaster Assistance 
provides emergency and refugee support to communities adversely 
affected by crisis and catastrophic events. The Hunger Program 
works to alleviate hunger, eliminate its root causes, and create a 

more livable environment. Self-Development of People works with low-income communities to overcome oppression 
and injustice and develop their own solutions to their challenges. Your donation makes sure these programs can be ac-
cessed immediately when the crisis strikes, the hungry need to be fed, or a solution to a difficult problem is found. We 
will be accepting donations from March 1-March 15, 2020.   
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Mission and Outreach (Cont’d) 

Life Center of Delaware County 
We will prepare and serve a meal for the guests of the Life Center of Delaware County on Tuesday, March 31, 2020. 
There is an ever-increasing need for meals and your help is greatly appreciated. If you are interested in helping out with 
cooking the meal, contact Nancy Gilhool. If you are interested in serving the meal contact Janet Bowker.  
 
Gun Violence Summit: 
April 4, 2020 Overbrook Presbyterian Church invites you to join us for “A Call for Peace” hosted by Yullio and Leonard 
Robbins.  Event begins at 2:00 p.m..  Light Refreshments will be available.  If you are interested in attending or would 
like more information, please contact Yullio Robbins at 267-231-7578. 

 
 
 
 

 
Next Mission & Outreach Committee Meetings 
We meet on the 4th Sunday of each month. All are welcome to join us on Sunday, March 22 
at 12:00 in the Chapel.  
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Stewardship 

Overbrook Congregation, 
In January, we were blessed with an incredibly generous anonymous donation of $100,000, with the one condition: that 
the church first develop a strategy for how the money would be used. A plan considering property needs and our mis-
sion has been developed, and approved by Session and the donor, who has released the funds to OPC to help us fulfill 
our vision.  Among the most important principles of OPC is its wide and generous hospitality. The most common senti-
ment among new members is that the welcome was so generous that they wanted to come back. Moreover, the long 
term members who have created the culture of hospitality are struggling to enter and use the building.  With that in 
mind, the gift will be used toward widening hospitality through two plans for Building Accessibility (80 percent) and 
Exterior Renovations (20 percent). 
 

In more detail:  
 

ACCESSIBILITY 
Currently the entrance into the sanctuary is onerous and, for some, impossible. Every entrance requires steps and the 
wheel chair lift is no longer in working order. A short term ramp is available but its pitch is difficult. Additionally, sanc-
tuary doors don’t have the capacity to open on demand. Our mission of hospitality is compromised by our lack of acces-
sibility. Fundamentally, we need to find dignified ways to provide access to the core programming of the church. This 
gift will provide the church with the opportunity to begin solving our accessibility issues by creating a multi-stage plan 
to make the church more accessible and fund the initial stages of that plan. Finally, this gift will also provide the impe-
tus to begin seeking additional funding from grants and foundations that aid historic buildings with accessibility up-
dates.  Having already raised money to make the church more accessible will increase the chance of receiving more fund-
ing. 
 

EXTERIOR 
The church is working to make sure that the initial impressions of OPC reflect the true character and vitality of the 
church. Having completed a major rain water catchment project during the summer, it is now time to refresh 
the landscaping, signage, and outdoor meeting spaces. Special consideration will be given to finding ways to enable 
community engagement. OPC is moving into a new season of ministry and will benefit by publicly displaying its distinc-
tiveness to visitors and passersby. Additionally, these exterior renovations will support the above access goals by 
providing passable walkways to handicapped entrances. 
 

Moving forward, the Property Committee will work with an architect or consultant to create a multi-staged plan, both 
for accessibility and for the exterior. A subcommittee also will begin research grant institutions to seek additional fund-
ing.  If you have ideas, questions, suggestions, please reach out to the Property Committee, Adam or a Session mem-
ber.  We will work to make any steps in the process as transparent and inclusive as possible.  

Christian Education  

Youth Fellowship Activities 
Wonder Space Philadelphia – Sunday March 29th – 1:00-2:30 p.m. -27 N 11th St, 
Philadelphia, PA 19107  -Youth Grades 7 and Up, and their parents, are invited to 
join us after services in Center City for an afternoon of artistic wonder and interac-
tion! A 24K square foot facility, Wonder Space features fourteen works of art that 
range from the immersive worlds of virtual reality films to rooms where you digitally 

paint with the movement of your body. Participants can RSVP by emailing Anthony, anthony@overbrookpresb.org or 
by calling the church office. We will meet following Fellowship Hour at 12:30 PM and will carpool to the venue from 
OPC. If you are interested in helping with carpool, please let Anthony know. OPC will partially cover event costs, and 
respectfully asks parents to contribute $10 per child attending. 
 
 

Night Under the Museum -Academy of Natural Sciences Drexel University  -March 21st, 2020 6:30 PM - 9:00 AM 
$30 per child, and $30 per adult chaperone. Our youngest members (ages 6 - 12) and their parents are invited to join us for an 
exciting and educational overnight sleepover at The Academy of Natural Sciences at Drexel University! Together we'll explore 
every corner of the academy's famous exhibits, including a butterfly garden, dino dig, and live animal show. As this is an 
overnight event, our vetted Christian Education volunteers will be able to chaperone the first six children who RSVP on 
a first come, first serve basis. For all other RSVPs, parents will be required to attend the full event duration with their 
child (including the overnight portion). Please email Anthony, anthony@overbrookpresb.org or  
Sabrina, sjohnson227@gmail.com to RSVP.  



Deacons 

Prayer List 

 Jeanine Shumaker, Gail Kaercher’s neighbor, is 
battling breast cancer. 
A friend of the Hearlsons, Becca, and her family. 

Becca’s mother was diagnosed with terminal 
cancer. 

  Artia’s nephew, Jeremiah Hemingway awaiting 
medical testing and appointments. 
Youth in Havertown, Lily, Hannah, Connor and 

Jack, who are suffering from cancer. 
Ed Draney, Sue Schick’s father, has just been 

diagnosed with thyroid cancer. 
Margaret Young’s son Keith’s for continued 

prayers for healing. 
Eric Long’s father Bill Long’s cancer has returned. 
Pat, friend of Ginny Leagans, is continuing 

treatment for cancer. Recent blood work results 
were positive. 
Margaret Cosgriff is recovering from leg surgery. 
We offer unspoken prayers for Eric Kelner. 
Katie Kupstas’s father responded well to treatment 

for stage 4 lung cancer. The tumor has shrunk. 
Wendy Fraser, sister of Jeremy Blatchley, is 

continuing treatment for cancer. 
John Nathaniel is back in PT/OT. 
Diane, Laurie Geers’s sister, has responded very 

well to her chemotherapy for pancreatic cancer. 
The tumors have shrunk.  
Julie Hearlson, Adam’s stepmother, has completed 

her chemotherapy and her tests have come back 
clear of cancer. Praise God. 
Ed Harvey is still facing some multiple health 

challenges. He is grateful for all the prayers. 
Erin Harris, 39-year-old friend of the Taussig-Lux 

family, has started hospice care. 
Ellen Burr is continuing to recover from eye 

surgery from August.  
 

Please contact Terri Hunter to add names to the prayer list. 
Terri can be reached by email (teresahunter42@gmail.com). 

You can also leave a message with the Church Office  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy March Birthdays 

3/5 Deja Nicole Stokes 3/20 Mikaela Richie 

3/7 Eamon Hearlson 3/22 Laura Toy 

 Abigail Swartz  3/23 Austin Kaercher 

 Geneva VanRawley 3/28 Alec Jacobson 

3/11 Sara Davis  3/29 Elizabeth Swartz 

3/13 Peter Wong   Peyton Swartz  

3/14 Elizabeth Mendoza 3/29 Phyllis Watson  

3/15 Stephanie Morris 3/30 Sue Schick 

3/17 Kevin Davis   Audrey Sigler 

3/18 Elliott Hearlson   Eileen Wiggins 
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New Members 

On February 16, 2020, Over-
brook Presbyterian Church 
welcomed Holly Brigham to 
our church family.   Please 
take a few moments to learn 

a little more about Holly: 

Holly Trostle Brigham was born and raised in Carlisle, PA 
where she attended St. Matthew’s United Church of Christ 
as a child. As an adult she belonged to the UCC church in 
Woodstock, CT and then the UCC church in Barre, MA, 
where her son, Noble was baptized. She was a member at 
St. John’s UCC in Emmaus, Pa, where her daughter Flora 
was baptized, before moving to Philadelphia. Holly has at-
tended Overbrook Presbyterian Church since moving to 
Overbrook Farms in the fall of 2008.  Holly went to Smith 
College and was an art history major and Italian minor. She 
studied Art History at the Masters level at the University of 
Pittsburgh, studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fi-
ne Arts and then received her MFA in Painting from George 
Washington University in Washington, DC.  Holly is a 
painter and book artist. She depicts mainly historical wom-
en whose stories deserve to be told. Her work is in the 
Smithsonian Institution, the Beinecke Libray at Yale Uni-
versity, the National Museum of Women in the Arts, the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Swarthmore Col-
lege and other museums, libraries and private collections. 
Holly has been married for 30 years to David Brigham and 
they have two children, Noble and Flora. They also have a 
very spoiled Airedale, Minnie. 

  

mailto:swny62@aol.com
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Sunday, March  1  
12:00 pm-New Member Committee Meeting 
 

Saturday, March 7 
8:00 am-Men's’ Group 
 

Tuesday, March 10 
7:00 pm-Session 
 

Sunday, March  15 
12:00 pm-Christian Education Committee 
   

Wednesday, March 18 
5:00 pm-Property Committee 
 

Thursday, March 19    
11:30 am-RPM Cafe 
 
Sunday, March 22 
12:00 pm-Mission & Outreach Committee 
 

3:00 pm-March Madness –Fellowship Hall 
 

Friday, March 27  
6:00 pm-OPC Visioning Summit 
 

Saturday, March 28  
9:00 am-OPC Visioning Summit 
 

Sunday,  March 29 
5:00 pm-New Member Dinner @  Terri Hunter 

COMING UP: 
 

 The Women’s Retreat will be Saturday, June 6! This 
event is open to any and all ladies in the Overbrook 
community; friends are welcome, too! The Retreat will be 
held at IHM Conference Center, as it has been in the 

past. This year’s speaker is Dr. Christy Hearlson. Stay 
tuned for more information about the topic, pricing, and 
agenda for the day! 

Weekday Happenings: 
Every Sunday 

9:15 am-Adult Christian Education  
10:30 am-Worship 
11:30 am-Fellowship Hour 

Every Monday-Jr. Choir Rehearsal—5:15 pm  followed by dinner 
Every Wednesday during Lent – 10:00 am  - Adult Bible Study 
            5:30 pm - Lenten Supper & Study 
Every Thursday-6:15 pm-Handbell Rehearsal 
          7:30 pm-Adult Choir Rehearsal 

Community Support Group Meetings @ OPC 
 Every Sunday beginning at 8:00 pm—AA (Wistar Morris 

Room) and Al-Anon (Chapel) 
 Every Monday beginning at 8:00 pm—Overeaters Anony-

mous (Chapel) 
 Every Tuesday beginning at 7:30 pm-Nar-Anon 
 Every Wednesday beginning 8:00 pm AA-Chapel 

March Events 

Save the 

Date 


